
  

 

Greetings from Josue Santana to all those  

Involved with Planting Hope, 

I am very grateful 

for the experience 

that I had with the 

trip to the US with 

you all in January 

of 2009.  I want to 

explain a little 

about the experi-

ence I lived during 

this beautiful trip.  I 

knew absolutely 

nothing about what 

to expect in the US, 

because I had never 

known snow nor 

such a strong cold-

ness.  Nor did I 

have such friendship or trust with people in Vermont as I 

do now.  

 

Everything was an important success as 

much for me as for my family.  With the 

allowance that you all gave me, which 

consisted of $50 every 15 days, I had 

$100 after the visit ended. I saved these 

and used them when I returned to Nica-

ragua to open a small store in my home 

to help my family.  With the profits, we 

sometimes buy food provisions from 

day to day.  In addition, for the 

neighbors the store is important because 

it means that they shop for food at my 

house, instead of walking 1 km to the 

nearest store.  Itôs also an economic help 
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for my sister who has 

no work in order to 

pay the expenses of 

caring for her baby; 

she is in charge of 

selling things to the 

customers.  All these 

reasons make our 

store an important 

addition. 

Traveling to the US 

and opening a store 

are things that none 

of my friends have 

ever done.  For this 

reason, I remember 

each day how amaz-

ingly generous it is 

that you all have done 

this for me.  Whatôs 

more, for the five 

years that you have helped me with scholarships, I thank 

God and you all.  I am graduating 

high school this year.  Addition-

ally, the Nicaraguan coordinator, 

Mercedes, is a beautiful person 

because she has known how to 

help us and counsel us and she 

has directed us very well.  My 

dream is to continue to be united 

with you all.  I send my best 

greetings and wishes for success 

to you all and remember I am 

here, missing you always in 

Nicaragua.  

Santana (right) performs at Langdon 

Street Caf®ôs Open Mic. in Montpelier 

with Nicaragua native, Jairo Sequeira 
(l-r) Nicaraguan students Digna, 

Berman, Mercedes & Santana pose 

outside Northfield Falls covered 

bridge. 

Santana and his sister at the store they run 

out of their home. In Pueblo Viejo 
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A Time to Give Thanks and Reflect... 

Dear Friends from Vermont and the Planting Hope family,  
 

I feel a great pleasure and satisfaction in my heart knowing that 

nearly a year later, the group of Nicaraguan scholarship students 

from Matagalpa and surrounding communities continue to remember 

their trip to Vermont as if it had just happened yesterday.  Planting 

Hopeôs Cultural Exchange Project of January, 2009 was very positive and fruitful; the students express having 

learned a lot from this experience.  The simple act of being in Vermont gave us insights into our own lives.  Com-

pared to our home-stay families in Vermont, our Nicaraguan fami-

lies are quite large.  In Vermont we were very well cared for and we 

know that many families made sacrifices for us.  We appreciate 

your humble hearts and not until that month-long trip did we learn 

to value our Nicaraguan families in a more honorable way.  None of 

us were used to leaving our homes for so much time, to sleeping in 

separate rooms or, plain and simply, we were not used to our moth-

ers spending so much time outside the home (working, transporting 

children, shopping, etc).  
 

I also comment to you that it was a great shock for some of the stu-

dents, especially those form the rural communities, to see the way 

you live in the U.S.  It was a very different experience for us, while 

visiting the United States, to have and acquire more things than we 

are used to. Back at home, we get up each day to work the land or 

do other types of work to earn our dayôs bread.  The truth is that 

much of the time it never occurs to us how other people live ҍ needing more or having more than we do. We live 

in our own environments and donôt give ourselves the opportunity to escape, even for a moment, to learn about 

the experiences and lives of other human beings, who, just like us, live life, but in a different way. 
 

Friends, I think after everything we did ҍ living in your homes, seeing how you live and what you do, a little seed 

of wisdom was planted.  That seed is the wisdom of knowing who we really are, what life we live, where we live, 

how we make a life and the universal struggle we all share: how to be happy.  If weôre dark-skinned or white, if 

we travel by car or horse, those things, my brothers and sisters, donôt matter.  

They are only status and material things which are bought with enough 

money.  What really matters is that we accept each other as we are, that we 

fight to end discrimination and accept that, no matter which country we 

come from, we are all human beings and we all deserve respect for our lives 

and our environments in order to achieve happiness. 
 

On behalf of the group of Planting Hopeôs 12 cultural exchange students 

who traveled to Vermont, we want to give infinite thanks to all those people 

who supported us: those who wrote letters to the American Embassy so that 

they would give us the opportunity to travel to the US and who trusted that 

we would return to Nicaragua and not stay in the US to work; to all those 

who supported the organizing of this most marvelous trip and who accepted 

us in your schools, churches and other public centers so we could show and 

teach you a little of our culture; to the host families who opened the doors of 

your homes for us, giving us your trust and making us feel like part of your 

families.  But above all, to Planting Hope for having given us this beautiful 

and special gift of knowing a different world and for the great effort you 

exert, shoulder-to-shoulder with us, to help educate us and make us good 

people, so that one day we may serve our country in a dignified way and 

help other students to have the same conditions and opportunities that 

youôve given to us.     Thank you friendsé  

Mercedes (Center) shares a meal with 

Santana, Berman, Ezra, Beth and Chuga on 

her last night in Vermont    

By Mercedes Guerrero Arista, 

Director of Special Projects, 

Planting Hope Nicaragua 

Mercedes performs at Stowe       

Elementary School in Vermont   
 

Glenn Callahan Photo 



3 

 

...On the Trips that Gave them Perspective 
 

My experience in Nicaragua during the summer of 2009 is one that will 

always be in my mind and heart.  Everything that I learned, saw, and ex-

perienced has become a part of me and my everyday life.  Thanks to 

Planting Hope and Norwich Universityôs Visions Abroad program, I have 

gained essential skills that I can 

use as an officer in the U.S. Army and in my future career in either the 

DEA or CIA.  My experience has shaped me not only as a leader for 

change in something that I am passionate for, but also as a person. 
 

My parents were born in Mexico and immigrated to the U.S. in the 80s.  

My siblings and I were born in California.  I grew up with stories of 

what it is like to not live in a country such as the U.S., a country in 

which we Americans are very privileged and lucky to live.   My experi-

ence in Nicaragua has made me appreciate how much work my parents 

have gone through to keep us living in the U.S. and therefore to have the 

opportunities that the country offers to its citizens and residents, unlike 

many other countries around the world. The most important is the strong 

support and opportunity to further oneôs education.  My mom and dad 

did not grow up with the same opportunity to continue in school like I 

and many in this country have.  I have been honored by scholarships from the military and other organizations.  I 

have been fortunate to have ñfreeò educational programs that have helped me through school and to gain skills 

and values that are essential to being a productive and good citizen. 
 

Please also understand that I am not saying by any means that Nicaraguans are uneducated or unlucky, or that 

they are less fortunate than Americans.  On the contrary, I learned through observations that the family bond is a 

strong quality in the people of Nicaragua.  I have also learned 

that, as Americans, we are very distracted by having so many 

material things that we forget about the simple things in life; 

things such as breathing or the simplicity of life.  I am now 

much more appreciative of what I have.  My experience living 

with my beautiful and kind home stay family has reminded me 

to express my gratitude for my parentsô hard work and to thank 

them not only with words, but through hard work, effort and self 

motivation in achieving my goals.  Itôs one thing to hear my par-

entsô advice and stories about how they grew up with very little 

and their thirst to get an education like the one we are offered 

here in the U.S, but to see it firsthand in my Nicaraguan peers 

who live that experience is another.  Meeting students like 

Santana, Lisseth, and Digna has motivated and inspired me to 

take full advantage of the support that I have been given through 

government financial aid and scholarships, along with the programs that the school itself offers to further prepare 

you for life.  These students have grown up with intense struggles and obstacles that have only made them 

stronger and more eager for what they know they are capable of having. 
 

Words cannot truly express my gratitude and admiration for the kind, intelligent, and genuine friends from Nica-

ragua. The strength and unity to improve their quality of life and each otherôs inspires me to do so for my com-

munity.  I see great things coming to the communities of San Ramon and Matagalpa, and all of Nicaragua.  We 

need more people like Beth and the Planting Hope students.  I have learned about their culture, life, spirit, and 

country, and I have learned a lot about myself and my potential to be a leader for the betterment of my commu-

nity and country.  I hope that you as a reader can experience what I have and be inspired to do something great in 

life.  Appreciate life and what has been given to you, and fight for what is lacking and be the change in your com-

munity.   Going to Nicaragua was an experience of a lifetime that I will always hold deep in my mind and soul. 

By Maria Hernandez,  

2009 Norwich University   

Visions Abroad Team Leader 

Maria (left) teaches an group of English 

students at La Chispa Libraryôs Patio. 

Jay Ericson Photo 

Maria enjoys jumping rope on the La Chispa 

ñCanchaò (basketball court) with Norwich peers 

and Nicaraguan friends. Jay Ericson Photo 
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2009: So much to tell.  So much still to come... 

I write knowing that all I have to tell you will not fit into this space.  This year, Planting 

Hope jumped from milestone to milestone, achieving some of our long-held goals.  In Janu-

ary, we hosted 12 Nicaraguan students and chaperones to experience life in New England for 

one month.  It was the first time the students had traveled outside of Nicaragua, via airplane.  

We often take for granted traveling abroad to see a new place and speak a foreign language.  

For these students this trip wouldnôt have been possible without help from Planting Hope and many individual and school 

contributions and the Green Mountain Fund of Vermont Community Foundation.  The students spent the month visiting over 

15 schools, performing and teaching folkloric dances, and learning about Vermontôs 

winter culture.  The experiences I had while traveling abroad as a high school and 

college student clearly shaped my life.  It was time to offer this experience to Nicara-

guan students who wouldnôt otherwise have that chance. 
 

In the spring, Planting Hope hosted two Vermont delegations in Nicaragua: The first 

was a Peoples Academy service learning trip, documented by a South Burlington 

High School videography team.  Having already met the Nicaraguans in Vermont 

months earlier, the Morrisville studentsô trip seemed richer than ever as friends were 

reunited and Nicaraguans shared their tropical climate with Vermonters. 
 

In May, we welcomed a highly-motivated group of Norwich University for a three-

week service-learning trip; they were promptly put to work!  During their stay, the 

group helped build a roof on a familyôs home, assisted community parents to install a 

clean water system at the El Chile Elementary School, worked with the weavers to paint the weaving workshop, produced 

library cards for La Chispa Libraryôs patrons and taught English classes at several high schools. 
 

In June, through support from Green Mountain Coffee Roasters, solar panels were installed at both the La Chispa Library 

and the El Chile Weaving Collective to provide a reliable energy source for both facilities.  Back in Vermont, in July we 

transferred our makeshift work space to a new Planting Hope office at 1 Granite St., Montpelier, also known as the historic 

ñClothespin Factory.ò  Itôs wonderful to have a home in Vermont!   
 

In August, we held our annual celebration at the Savoy Theater in Montpelier, showing the premier of the documentary made 

by South Burlington High School students and a photo slide show from Norwich University staff photographer, Jay Ericson.  

The film should be available next summer.  In addition, a cultural book written by the Nicaraguan students, with stories and 

photos from their homeland, should also be available next summer. 
 

And growth doesnôt end this year.  Next yearôs plans focus on both stability and continued growth.  A generous grant from 

Green Mountain Coffee Roasters (GMCR) will allow us to open a much-needed classroom and office space in San Ramon, 

that delegations, students and families can utilize.  The GMCR support will enable us to create a donation distribution center 

in Nicaragua, where we will open a re-use store to provide high quality, previously-owned backpacks, shoes, cell phones, 

household goods, and clothing.   Much-needed school supplies will also be available to teachers.  With the small profits from 

selling these affordably-priced items, we will sustain our scholarship program, create  new jobs in Nicaragua, and give stu-

dents practice running a small business and keep goods out of Vermont landfills.  Watch for opportunities in the spring to 

make donations of used goods to support this project. 
 

In addition, a generous donation of Dell laptop computers from Norwich University will 

enhance Planting Hopeôs computer labs, create a new one and be available to the people 

in Nicaragua who can most benefit from them. With support from Planting Hopeôs 

friends in Spain, it looks as though the construction of an EL Chile Preschool annex at 

the Weaving workshop is probable for early 2010.  
 
 

2010 is filled with plans for many visitors to Nicaragua.  Our home-stay  families will 

host the following: employees from Green Mountain Coffee Roasters; central Vermont 

children, teens & adults; University of New Hampshire and Stowe High School stu-

dents; a new ñNaturally Nicaraguaò teen birding group from the North Branch Nature 

Center. For the third year in a row, a Norwich University Visions Abroad student team 

will spend their first three weeks of summer break with us.  We designed a course on 

culture, consumption and perspective which travelers will study as they prepare for their 

trips.  We also held a trip chaperone training on how to best help the participants to en-

gage, adapt and to get the most out of their experience in Nicaragua. 
 

Each week, my co-worker Mercedes and I exchange emails from our bases, full of exciting news abut our projects, students 

and delegations. It is amazing to us how Planting Hope has come to have such a real presence in both Vermont and Nicara-

gua.  We appreciate your help in achieving that goal and hope youôll continue to support our work in whatever way you can. 

Mercedes & Beth enjoy a short  

trip to the 2009 US Presidential   

Inauguration.  Peter Figgis Photo 

By Beth Merrill 

 Founder & Director  

Planting Hope 

Nicaraguan exchange students in VT 
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Norwich University  

Visions Abroad to 

Nicaragua 2009: 
 

Mario Leonard 

Mariel DeBrand 

Ben Ditota 

Morgan Ziemba 

Jillian Balasco  

Dawn Boardman 

Lucas Ploof 

Breandan Arbuckle 
 

Team Leaders: 

Maria Hernandez 

Nicolas Choy 
 

Advisors: 

Prof. Aimee Viera 

Prof. Mat Parker 

& 

Staff Photographer:  

Jay Ericson 

2009 Long-term  

Volunteers in Nicaragua 
Pam Laser & Eric,  

Daniel & Corey  Hart 

Laura & Kelly Sturgis 

Caitlin Keitel 

Rose Craige 

Eliza Pesuit 

Global Glimpse- Nicaragua 

www.globalglimpse.org 

& 

Paul Treadwell, Webmaster  
(virtually in Nicaragua) 

 

Many thanks to our  

amazing and committed  

Board of Directors 
 

Darryl Bloom, Chair  

Cara Robechek, Vice-Chair  
Nicole DiDomenico, Secretary 

Peter Thoms,  Treasurer  

Beth Merrill  

Emily Sloan 

Eliza Spalding 

Rick West 
 

 

Thanks to our 2008/09  

student board member: 
Jennifer Sturgis  

&  

To Departing Board Member  

Nicole DiDomenico  
for all her help in planting,    

growing & raising hope 
 

Many Thanks  

to all those who visited &  

volunteered at our projects  

in Nicaragua  in 2009 

 

¡Muchas Gracias! 

Planting Hope &  

our students thank 
 

Green Mountain Coffee Roasters 
 

 

 

 

 

For their generous support of  

Planting Hopeôs work & for 

creating jobs in Nicaragua through the  

exportation of Nicaraguaôs coffee.  

Planting Hope Thanks: 

Green Mountain Fund  

of the  

Vermont Community Foundation  

& all those who supported  

Planting Hopeôs  

April Service Learning Trip:  
 

Peoples Academy Students: 

Amadeus Dorfman 

Annie Rodriguez 

Max Vinick 

Eliza Spalding 

Dylan Doty 

Candra Hodgson 

Micaela Geraci 

Emberley Keith 
 

South Burlington H.S. Students: 

Scott Britt 

Andrew Thompson 

Sara Weinberg 

Hannah Kay 
 

Chaperones & Helpers 

Stephen Hudak 

Jim Shields 

Sarah Mele 

Judith Witke 

Jennie Sturgis 
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Eric, Cynthia & Ruth Anderson, John & Carol Andrews, Paul Angell, Roxana Bacon & Aldro Bacon, Hedi & 

Charlie Ballantyne, Marcia Bellas & Rick West, Joan Black, Marilyn Blackwell, Darryl & Barney Bloom, 

Alexandra Bottinelli, Braintree Elementary School, Andrea & Aaron Brassard, Anne Brin & Mark Billian, 

Scottie & Robert Brower, Denise & Timothy Burke, Case Family Charitable Fund, Paul & Sandal Cate, 

Nancy Chickering & Kristopher Hammer, Rhoda & Robert Chickering, El-

eanore Childs, Michele Clark, Francine Cohen, Dorothy Conlon, Paul Costello 

& Maria Blais, Constance & Conrad Daigle, Bill Dalsi- mer, Philip Dalsimer, 

Dayton Foundation, Jean & Charlie Dickinson, Liz Dowling-Sendor & 

Benjamin Sendor, Linda Elbow, Catherine & Long Ellis, Joseph Famiglietti & 

Fran Solin, Amy Farr, Marguerite Ferris, Anne & Peter Figgis, Robert & Sally 

Freedman, Charlotte & Ernest Gibson, Phyllis Giordano, Jody Gladding & David 

Hinton, Kristen Glaser, Green Mountain Coffee Roasters, Leslie Hankins, Robert 

Heald, April & Scott Healey, Aaron Hechmer, Wayne & Elissa Henderson, John 

Holden, Julie & Todd Holmes, Ethan Hubbard, Amy Huff Shah & Parthiv Shah, 

Makela Kahlil, Renee & Doug Kievit-Kylar, Marlyn Klee, Karen Klotz & Jerry 

Schneider, Candace and Steven Koenemann, Dorothy Laser, Grace Lau & 

Pacwest Financial Management, Inc., Helene, Michael & Mia Laurenti, Thomas 

& Ruth Lehner, Sara Lisniansky, Carol Maloney & Karen Gennette, Rita Marko, Deborah & Paul Marko-

witz, Nancy Marshall, Ruth and Robert McCullough, Maggie McGuire, Tom & Sally McLaughlin, Marie & 

Jim McWilliam, Michaela Meckel, John Mele, Laura Mele, Sarah Mele, Mary Mello, Janet & Peter Merrill, 

Kim Merrill, Lillian & James Moore, Paula Moore Treadwell & Paul Treadwell,  John Morgan, Keith Mor-

gan, Sarah Morgan & Eric Remick, Morgan Family Foundation, Martin Murphy, Maureen Murphy, Margaret 

Newell, Martha Newell & Mike Kadas, Teresa & Jack Novick, Old Meeting House, Conrad & Anne Orms-

bee, Pam Orr, Victoria & David Pierson, Barb & Allen Ploof, Janet Poeton, Judy Pransky, Margot Childs 

Prendergast & Brian Prendergast, Sara Rappaport, Dr. Kevin & Leah Reynolds, Susan & Francis Reynolds, 

David & Joyce Richards, Joyce Rivers, Cara Robechek & Donald DeVoil, Mildred Rose, Kathleen Ross & 

Laurence Becker, Rotary Club of Northfiled, VT, Ed Sbardellati & Clare McFadden, Stephanie Scoville & 

Adam Lindquist, Rebecca Shepard & John Bloch, Rebecca Singer, Rebecca Skinner, Emily Sloan & Terry 

Solomon, Ben & Torrey Smith, John & Liz Snell, William, Sandra, & Eliza Spalding, Carol Specht & Martin 

Sienkiewycz, Gretchen Stahl, Karl Stein & Judy Carpenter, Joan Stepenske & Robert Troester, Marcia & Ted 

Stuart, Kimberly & Glenn Sturgis, Lisa Szucs, Frank Thoms, Peter Thoms & Abby Colihan, Vivian Tozzi, 

Margaret Trautz, Anne Turner & Doug Darrow, Helen Jean Reindel & Vermont Community Foundation, 

Eddie Walbridge, Judith & James Walsh, Barbara & Angelica Walss, Harris & Eleanor Webster, Thomas 

Wetmore, What Kids Can Do, Inc., K.C. Whiteley & Emma Rowe, Deb Wolf & Maya Wolf Pollina, Priscilla 

Fox & Stephen Klein, Averill Huff, Andrew & Carolyn Shapiro, Gary Moore, Anne Turner & Douglas Dar-

row, Jill & Loyal Huddleston, Victor Frank, Karen Harris , Arthur & Joanne Chickering, Mark Yorra & 

Catherine Gates, Bessie Weiss, Robert Mount, Kevyn Cundiff, John Burton, Valerie Wood-Lewis, Martha 

Dallas, Peggy Owen Sands,  Angela Patten and Buffalo Mountain Coop.   

Thanks to all those who volunteered with Planting Hope or made in-kind donations  

over the past year and anyone who was inadvertently left off this list.    

 

A Time to Thank All of our 2009 donors! 

Jay Ericson Photo 

Gifts Given in Honor of: 

Sarah Mele   by David & Priscilla Witke 

Kathie Hickman &  

Simone Labbance   by The Knight Family 

Jeff, Sarah, &              

Micaela Fearnow by Richard Miller 

Nancy Vachon                by Kathleen & John Shepherd 

Helen Beattie              by Catherine & Long Ellis 
 

 

In Loving Memory of Diana Morgan    
by Leslie Hankins 

 

In Loving Memory of Betty Merrill       
by Beth Maier & Robert Finucane 

 

In Loving Memory of Ethel Dawson    
by Beth, Shane & Ezra Merrill-Triplett 
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Thanks to:  

Arizona Global  

Giving Circle  
For 3 years of helping the  

ARTISEAS Weaving Collective 

to grow and bloom  

A Time to Warp, Weave & Work    
 

In February, 2009, Planting Hope college scholarship recipient, Digna 

Cardoza Gonzalez began work as the business and marketing intern 

for the EL Chile Weaving Cooperative.  She teaches computer classes 

to students in El Chile.  

 

The Artiseas/El Chile Weaving Work-

shop has seen many great achievements in 2009.  This small business of mostly 

women has had good internal communication among the director, Rosa Mercado, 

the weavers and seamstresses, and myself. This communication is so important to 

us; I feel that they now are able to trust my counseling.  While at times it is chal-

lenging to get them to speak their minds because they are quite timid, they are very 

good people ī responsible and hardworking.  

 

Their achievements have been interesting and important, because, with your help, 

they received the economic support which allowed them to take part in capacity-

building workshops covering three topics: Marketing, Small Business Administra-

tion and Customer Service.  The course helped them to understand the tools and 

techniques necessary to improve their small business.  Theyôve learned strategies for selling their products, from set-

ting prices to improving their product displays when they sell from their workshop. Whereas before they had only 

rough ideas about how to approach the challenges of their business, they are clearer about practical strategies for mar-

keting, operating their business, and serving customers after having completed 

the course 
 

Another important achievement for the women is their effective participation in 

a computer class that I provided. Their interest in the course ī and its value for 

the work they do ī are heartening and gratifying. Theyôve made good progress, 

and have become good communicators with this tool. 

Support of the workshop from the Arizona Global Giving Circle has continued 

this year. The members feel supported and are motivated to grow. Planting 

Hopeôs support is also very valuable to them. This year the workshop was vis-

ited by a new delegation of North Americans, Global Glimpses. The workshop 

sold around $500 to these groups last summer and have maintained contact 

with the organization for future partnership.                                                            

The staff this year included more than 15 workers, who were mostly unravel-

ing, sewing and doing different activities that pertain to weaving. Itôs important 

to keep relatively large numbers of workers, to produce more products, so that they can fulfill orders as an interna-

tional organization. And with enough staff, the weavers can guarantee effective service to its customers.  

I love working with the women of El Chile and I hope to improve my work over the course of next year, working 

more efficiently in order to feel that my contribution is valuable to all of you at Planting Hope, the Arizona Global 

Giving Circle and the Weavers at ARTISEAS.   

El Chile Woven crafts are available at:  
 

 Buffalo Mountain Coop, Hardwick, VT  
 

 Peace & Justice Center, Burlington, VT 
 

 Solidarity Craft Fair, 9am - 4 pm,  

 Dec. 12, 2009, Unitarian Church, 

 130 Main St   Montpelier, VT  

By Digna Cardoza Gonzalez, 

Business Administration Intern   

ARTISEAS Weaving Collective 

El Chile, Matagalpa, Nicaragua 

Digna Cardoza (left) works with      

ARTISEAS director Rosa Mercado 

and staff member Fatima Hernandez 

Collective member Dionisia Mendoza 

supports her family by weaving at   
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Last yearôs newsletter included a piece by a Vermont 

family who had just arrived in Nicaragua for a sab-

batical year with Planting Hope .  The following are 

reflections from Eric Hart about his familyôs experi-

ence living in Nicaragua and working with Planting 

Hope during the past year.  Planting Hope is ever-

indebted to the contributions Eric & Pam and family 

have made to our projects in Nicaragua during the 

past year.  They will be missed by many... 
 

After a year here in 

San Ram·n, weôre 

amazed to have just a 

couple of weeks left!  

Itôs a good time to reflect on our time here.  Weôve 

been incredibly fortunate to be here with Planting 

Hope, which gave us an introduction to many of the 

people who are now our friends, and which allowed 

us to be useful from our 

first days here. 

During our first month 

here , we started by 

working with the won-

derful group of students 

who were going to the 

US in Januaryï compil-

ing pictures, putting to-

gether a slide show, and 

working on conversa-

tional English.  The English teaching has continued 

for the entire year with a group of those students af-

ter their return, with two 6th-grade classes here in the 

primary school, with English teachers (present and 

future) in Matagalpa, with coffee tasters, with a class 

for the lovely guest house ñmoms,ò with classes in 

our house for neighborhood kids, and with the devel-

opment of a basic curriculum for the La Chispa Li-

brary teaching staff.  On the way, we became stu-

dents as well as teach-

ers of English gram-

mar and (especially) 

pronunciation and 

speaking. 

 

We got to do other 

work as well.  We 

created a new auto-

mated installation 

process for the com-

A Vermont Familyôs Year in Nicaragua  
puters in La Chispa and El 

Chile and are now getting 

ready for a Norwich Uni-

versity donation of 50+ lap-

tops that will be distributed 

after we leave; with Mer-

cedes, weôve produced a 

guest house brochure in 

English and in Spanish; and 

Pam, my wife, is working 

with the Planting Hope staff to create job descriptions 

ï part of helping the organization to grow.  

 

The desk (ñpupitreò) project at the school was incredi-

bly rewarding, and the staff and students were thankful 

beyond our expectations.  We had the pleasure of 

working with over 300 students in the course of re-

building 133 desks from scratch.  We did all the worst 

ones first (the ones that needed everything ï 3 seat 

slats, 2 back slats, a writing surface, and new feet), and 

the mountain of damaged desks ñstoredò outside is now 

entirely repaired.   Our helper, Evaristo, will work with 

the students during the first two weeks of the new year 

to repair the damaged desks (about 220) that are cur-

rently in use in classrooms and require less repair (only 

about half the 

wood in total that 

weôve used so 

far.). 

 

In the end, the 

most important 

part of our experi-

ence here has been 

the connections 

and friendships 

with people: with 

the students and 

friends who greet us on the street, with Danielôs Tae 

Kwon Do friends, with the Casa Huesped moms, with 

Peace Corps volunteers, and with our Planting Hope 

connections in the outlying communities.  Just yester-

day, Santana (whom many of you have met) visited, 

and tonight we have a party with the engaging ad-

vanced English students and teachers in Matagalpa.  

All the goodbyes are hard, but also a nice chance to 

realize how involved we are here.     

            

          Continued on Next Page      

Pam & Corey play cards with 

their neighbor, Don Alvaro. 

By Eric Hart,  

Burlington, Vermont &  

San Ramon, Nicaragua   

A classroom of recently repaired desks 

through the ñPupitreò Project 

Eric helps high school students 

to reconstruct damaged desks. 

Clockwise from center: Eric, 

Pam, Corey & Daniel 
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San Ram·n has worked out great for us as a place to live and work.  Itôs just large 

enough to have stores and services (we can buy bottled water and food basics here), a 

high school, a house to rent, and access to a city (and ï 

total bonus! -Tae Kwon Do) via a reasonable bus ride.  It 

would be difficult to live in a more remote community 

with kids (especially a teenager), as appealing as it sounds.  

 

We are really proud of how well our kids have done here.  

Corey runs around the neighborhood and plays with the 

local kids, sounding completely Nicaraguan, and Daniel is 

the first foreigner to attend the high school here.  He 

passed the year ïonly 80% of his class did ï an amazing 

accomplishment, considering that he spoke no Spanish when we arrived a year ago. 

 

Greetings and thanks to everyone in the Vermont Planting Hope community, and thank you for bringing 

down supplies, for your visits, and for all your support and interest!  We look forward to visiting with you all 

when we return in February! 

Corey (right) with Memito 

Cesar & Cesar. 

Hosting Nicaraguan Students in Vermont 
The day the Nicaraguan students came to Morrisville, excitement was buzzing and 

nobody could wait to meet them.  A few cars pulled up to school where we were all 

waiting and sure enough, it was our long awaited guests. Mercedes, Sonia, Digna, 

Laura, Lisseth, Santana, Berman, Cristhel, Maykelis, Wendy, Elvis and Erick 

stepped out of the cars and we greeted them, in Spanish of course. Nobody knew 

exactly what to say, but we did our best to make them feel welcome in our school and at home, something that 

was hard to do because of the considerable difference in climate and the 

language barrier. But after an hour or so language was no longer a barrier.  

Instead, something happened that rapidly strengthened our friendships. We 

shared bits and pieces of our different languages and cultures with each 

other and, throughout the week, it seemed that nobody ever wanted to 

leave their new friends, because learning from them and teaching them was 

so much more interesting than anything else. We were constantly together, 

exchanging stories and jokes, laughing and talking together, dancing to-

gether and learning about each other. Each night we would have a gather-

ing at someone's house and we would play games and dance for hours. 
       

I loved showing our new Nicaraguan friends a typical day at my school.     

I was amazed at how willing they were to participate in everything and 

how excited they were to share their culture with everyone.  Soon after 

they arrived, there was a school assembly and the twelve Nicaraguan stu-

dents got up on stage and preformed a traditional Nicaraguan dance for the whole school.  Thatôs when I began to 

realize how amazing these people and their culture are.    
 

The week that the students were with us went by so fast it almost didnôt seem real.  The amazing friendships that 

developed in one week are almost indescribable.  All of the families got so close with the students they hosted 

that by the end of the week we were all saying that they were part of our families. Laura, the student that I hosted, 

still refers to me as her ñhermanitaò or little sister. On the morning of the studentsô departure there were many 

hugs and thank you letters being passed around; it was quite a tearful goodbye. Nobody was ready to part with 

their newfound friends, even those of us who knew we were going to see them in four months when we would be 

traveling to Nicaragua. The bonds that the students and families developed in that one week are amazing and in 

most cases are still very strong, with help from the internet for staying in touch.  That week will never be forgot-

ten by anyone who was a part of it.   

By Eliza Spalding  

Peoples Academy 

Morrisville, Vermont 

Daniel weeds with his 

neighbors in San Ramon 

Nicaraguan students and their          

Morrisville host siblings an assembly 

at Peoples Academy, Morrisville,VT. 


