Planting Hope

Sembrando Esperanzas

Creating opportunities
cultural exchange in Ni

for education, growth and JRAYSZVIL
caragua and the United SRS

One St

Greetings from Josue Santana to all those
Involved with Planting Hope,

Santana (right) performs at Langdon
Street Caf ®b6s Op
with Nicaragua native, Jairo Sequeir
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ness.
have such friendship or trust with people
do now.

Everything was an important success
much for me as for my family. With the
allowance that you all gave me, whicji
consisted of $50 every 15 days, | h
$100 after the visit ended. | saved the
and used them when | returned to Nic
ragua to open a small store in my ho
to help my family. With the profits, we
sometimes buy food provisions fro
day to day. In addition, for theg
neighbors the store is important becauf
it means that they shop for food at

| am very grateful
for the experience
that | had with the

nothing about what
to expect in the US,
because | had never

a such a strong cold-

By Josu® Santan
Pueblo Viejo, Nicaragua
for my sister who hasj

no work in order tol l

pay the expenses o*
caring for her baby;
she is in charge of

ude

trip to the US with  selling things to the
you all in January customers. All these
of 2009. | wantto reasons make our
explain a little store an importantl ,
about the experi- addition. :
ence | lived during Traveling to the US
this beautiful trip. | and opening a store!
knew  absolutely are things that none_ .-

of my friends have
ever done. For this
reason, | remembe
Snowi Ror Measht gay hawe amaz;
ingly generous it is

(I-r) Nicaraguan students Digna,
Berman, Mercedes & Santana po

. Nor did 1 that you all have done outside NorWiﬁld Falls covered
in Vermontast hi s for mo‘?idge. at os
more, for the five

years that you have helped me with scholarships, | thank
: : God and you all. | am graduating
high school this year. Addition-
ally, the Nicaraguan coordinator,
Mercedes, is a beautiful person
because she has known how to
help us and counsel us and she
has directed us very well. My
dream is to continue to be united
with you all. | send my best
greetings and wishes for success
to you all and remember | am
here, missing you always in

house, instead of walking 1 km to
nearest store.
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ntana and his sister at the store they ruy Nicaragua.
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A Time to Give Thanks and Reflect...

Dear Friends from Vermont and the Planting Hope family,

| feel a great pleasure and satisfaction in my heart knowing
nearly a year later, the group of Nicaraguan scholarship stud ) )
from Matagalpa and surrounding communities continue to remen{ Planting Hope Nicaragua

By Mercedes Guerrero Arista,
Director of Special Projects,

their trip to Vermont as if it had just happened yesterday. Planting
Hopeds Cultural Exchange Project of January, 20009
learned a lot from this experience. The simple act of being in Vermont gave us insights into our own lives. Com-

Mercedes (Center) shares a meal with
Santana, Berman, Ezra, Beth and Chuga gn
her last night in Vermont

pared to our homstay families in Vermont, our Nicaraguan fami-
lies are quite large. In Vermont we were very well cared for and we
know that many families made sacrifices for us. We appreciate
your humble hearts and not until that metahg trip did we learn

to value our Nicaraguan families in a more honorable way. None of
us were used to leaving our homes for so much time, to sleeping in
separate rooms or, plain and simply, we were not used to our moth-
ers spending so much time outside the home (working, transporting
children, shopping, etc).

| also comment to you that it was a great shock for some of the stu-
dents, especially those form the rural communities, to see the way
you live in the U.S. It was a very different experience for us, while
visiting the United States, to have and acquire more things than we

are used to. Back at home, we get up each day to work the land or
do other types of work to earn ¢

much of the time it never occurs to us how other peopléliveeding more or having more than we do. We live
in our own environments and donét give ourselves t
the experiences and lives of other human beings, who, just like us, live life, but in a different way.

Friends, | think after everything we didiving in your homes, seeing how you live and what you do, a little seed
of wisdom was planted. That seed is the wisdom of knowing who we really are, what life we live, where we live,

how we make a | ife

and the universal sskimed @mwhite, ifwe a

we travel by car or hor se, t hos epm'sm ot her

They are only status and material things which are bought with enc
money. What really matters is that we accept each other as we are, th
fight to end discrimination and accept that, no matter which country
come from, we are all human beings and we all deserve respect for ou
and our environments in order to achieve happiness

On behalf of the group of Pl ant
who traveled to Vermont, we want to give infinite thanks to all those pe
who supported us: those who wrote letters to the American Embassy s
they would give us the opportunity to travel to the US and who trusted
we would return to Nicaragua and not stay in the US to work; to all t
who supported the organizing of this most marvelous trip and who accg
us in your schools, churches and other public centers so we could sho
teach you a little of our culture; to the host families who opened the doo
your homes for us, giving us your trust and making us feel like part of
families. But above all, to Planting Hope for having given us this beau
and special gift of knowing a different world and for the great effort y
exert, shouldeto-shoulder with us, to help educate us and make us Ja@gcedes performs at Stowe
people, so that one day we may serve our country in a dignified way| gRéhentary School in Vermont
help other students to have the same conditions and opportunitieg étpeeH Callahan Photo
youdve given to us. Thank yolu P
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..On the Trips that Gave them Perspective

My experience in Nicaragua during the summer of 2009 is one that By Maria Hernandez,

always bcel |r:1 m;g mind and heart.f Everythding that | Iegrne:jf, saw,han( 2009 Norwich University
perienced has become a part of me and my everyday life. Thanl,,._.

Planting Hope and Norwich Uni veVISIOnS"A‘broadTeamLeade Abr «
gained essential skills that | can

use as an officer in the U.S. Army and in my future career in either the
DEA or CIA. My experience has shaped me not only as a leader for
change in something that | am passionate for, but also as a person.

=

My parents were born in Mexico and immigrated to the U.S. in the 80s.

My siblings and | were born in California. | grew up with stories of
what it is like to not live in a country such as the U.S., a country in
which we Americans are very privileged and lucky to live. My experi-
ence in Nicaragua has made me appreciate how much work my parents
have gone through to keep us living in the U.S. and therefore to have the
Maria (left) teaches an group of English opportunities that the countwoffers to its citizens and residents, unlike
students at La Ch| snary other bourdries arcundrtizetwortd. The most important is the strong
Jay Ericson Photo support and opportunity to further
did not grow up with the same opportunity to continue in school like |

and many in this country have. | have been honored by scholarships from the military and other organizations. |
have been fortunate to have fAfreeo educational pro
and values that are essential to being a productive and good citizen.

Please also understand that | am not saying by any means that Nicaraguans are uneducated or unlucky, or the
they are less fortunate than Americans. On the contrary, | learned through observations that the family bond is a
strong quality in the people of Nicaragua. | have also led
that, as Americans, we are very distracted by having so
material things that we forget about the simple things in
things such as breathing or the simplicity of life. | am
much more appreciative of what | have. My experience i
with my beautiful and kind home stay family has remindeds
to express my gratitude fo
them not only with words, but through hard work, effort and

motivation in achieving my J55 B 3 e il ing t
entsé6 advice and stories akE e T p Wi
and their thirst to get an education like the one we are OW ~—

here in the U.S, but to see it firsthand in my Nicaraguan oo

who live that experience is another. Meeting students|iggia enjoys jumping rope on the La Chispa |
Santana, Lisseth, and Digna has motivated and inspired fle@ nchao (basketball fpourt,

take full advantage of the support that | have been given thiglgr\Vicaraguan friendslay Ericson Photo

government financial aid and scholarships, along with the programs that the school itself offers to further prepare
you for life. These students have grown up with intense struggles and obstacles that have only made them
stronger and more eager for what they know they are capable of having.

Words cannot truly express my gratitude and admiration for the kind, intelligent, and genuine friends from Nica-
ragua. The strength and unity to improve their qua
munity. | see great things coming to the communities of San Ramon and Matagalpa, and all of Nicaragua. We
need more people like Beth and the Planting Hope students. | have learned about their culture, life, spirit, and
country, and | have learned a lot about myself and my potential to be a leader for the betterment of my commu-
nity and country. | hope that you as a reader can experience what | have and be inspired to do something great ir
life. Appreciate life and what has been given to you, and fight for what is lacking and be the change in your com-
munity. Going to Nicaragua was an experience of a lifetime that | will always hold deemiimehynd soul.



2009: So much to tell. So much still to come...

By Beth Merrill | write knowing that all | have to tell you will not fit into this space. This year, Planting
. Hope jumped from milestone to milestone, achieving some of ourheltggoals. In Janu-
Founder & Director ary, we hosted 12 Nicaraguan students and chaperones to experience life in New England for
Planting Hope one month. It was the first time the students had traveled outside of Nicaragua, via airplane.
We often take for granted traveling abroad to see a new place and speak a foreign language.
For these students this trip wouldnodt have been possible
contributions and the Green Mountain Fund of Vermont Community Foundation. The students spent the month visiting over

15 school s, performing and teachi n(Umeesemesltorric_dancos, an
winter culture. The experiences | had while traveling abroad as a high scho

college student clearly shaped my life. It was time to offer this experience to N

guan students who wouldndét other wis ce.

In the spring, Planting Hope hosted two Vermont delegations in Nicaragua: Th
was a Peoples Academy service learning trip, documented by a South Burl

mont hs earlier, the Morrisville stu g ed ri
reunited and Nicaraguans shared their tropical climate with Vermonters. b ‘.

In May, we welcomed a highisnotivated group of Norwich University for a thre
week servicdearning trip; they were promptly put to work! During their stay, fMicaraguan exchange students in VT
group helped build a roof on a famityos home, assisted cc
clean water system at the El Chile Elementary School, worked with the weavers to paint the weaving workshop, produced
l'i brary cards for La Chispa Libraryés patrons and taught

In June, through support from Green Mountain Coffee Roasters, solar panels were installed at both the La Chispa Library
and the El Chile Weaving Collective to provide a reliable energy source for both facilities. Back in Vermont, in July we
transferred our makeshift work space to a new Planting Hope office at 1 Granite St., Montpelier, also known as the historic
ACl ot hespin Factory. o I'tés wonderful to have a home in \

In August, we held our annual celebration at the Savoy Theater in Montpelier, showing the premier of the documentary made
by South Burlington High School students and a photo slide show from Norwich University staff photographer, Jay Ericson.
The film should be available next summer. In addition, a cultural book written by the Nicaraguan students, with stories and
photos from their homeland, should also be available next summer.

And growth doesndédt end this year. Next yeards plans foc
Green Mountain Coffee Roasters (GMCR) will allow us to open a meeled classroom and office space in San Ramon,

that delegations, students and families can utilize. The GMCR support will enable us to create a donation distribution cente

in Nicaragua, where we will open ause store to provide high quality, previouslwned backpacks, shoes, cell phones,
household goods, and clothing. Muabeded school supplies will also be available to teachers. With the small profits from
selling these affordablpriced items, we will sustain our scholarship program, create new jobs in Nicaragua, and give stu-
dents practice running a small business and keep goods out of Vermont landfills. Watch for opportunities in the spring to
make donations of used goods to support this project.

4 In addition, a generous donation of Dell laptop computers from Norwich University will

=' enhance Planting Hopebs computer | abs, cre
in Nicaragua who can most benef it from t|
friends in Spain, it looks as though the construction of an EL Chile Preschool annex at
the Weaving workshop is probable for early 2010.

2010 is filled with plans for many visitors to Nicaragua. Our hetag families will

host the following: employees from Green Mountain Coffee Roasters; central Vermont
children, teens & adults; University of New Hampshire and Stowe High School stu-
dent s; a new fiNaturally Nicaraguao teen b
Center. For the third year in a row, a Norwich University Visions Abroad student team

will spend their first three weeks of summer break with us. We designed a course on
Mercedes & Beth enjoy a short  culture, consumption and perspective which travelers will study as they prepare for their

trip to the 2009 US Presidential  trips. We also held a trip chaperone training on how to best help the participants to en-
Inauguration. Peter Figgis Photo  gage, adapt and to get the most out of their experience in Nicaragua.

Each week, my cavorker Mercedes and | exchange emails from our bases, full of exciting news abut our projects, students
and delegationst is amazing to us how Planting Hope has come to have such a real presence in both Vermont and Nicara-
gua. We appreciate your help in achieving that goal and



April Service Learning Trip:

Peoples Academy Students:
Amadeus Dorfman
Annie Rodriguez

Max Vinick
Eliza Spalding
Dylan Doty
Candra Hodgson
Micaela Geraci
Emberley Keith

Scott Britt
Andrew Thompson
Sara Weinberg
Hannah Kay

Chaperones & Helpers
Stephen Hudak
Jim Shields
Sarah Mele
Judith Witke
Jennie Sturgis

South Burlington H.S. Students:

Many Thanks
to all those who visited &
volunteered at our projects
in Nicaragua in 2009

iMuchas Gracias!

2009 Longterm
Volunteers in Nicaragua
Pam Laser & Eric,
Daniel & Corey Hart
Laura & Kelly Sturgis
Caitlin Keitel
Rose Craige
Eliza Pesuit
Global Glimpse Nicaragua
www.globalglimpse.org
&

Paul Treadwell, Webmaster
(virtually in Nicaragug

Norwich University
Visions Abroad to
Nicaragua 2009:

Mario Leonard
Mariel DeBrand
Ben Ditota
Morgan Ziemba
Jillian Balasco
Dawn Boardman
Lucas Ploof
Breandan Arbuckle

Team Leaders:
Maria Hernandez
Nicolas Choy

Advisors:
Prof. Aimee Viera
Prof. Mat Parker
&
Staff Photographer:
Jay Ericson

...................................‘ '

. Planting Hope Thanks: .

. Green Mountain Fund . Many thanks to our

. of the . amazing and committed
. Vermont Community Foundation . Board of Directors

. & all those who supported . :

. Pl avr\]/t iuﬁpg Hopeod Darryl Bloom, Chair

. . Cara Robechek, ViceChair

Nicole DiDomenico, Secretary
Peter Thoms, Treasurer
Beth Merrill
Emily Sloan
Eliza Spalding

N\

Planting Hope &
our students thank

Green Mountain Coffee Roasters

—~ GREEN
- M /UNTAIN |

For their generous support of

Pl anting Hopeos
creating jobs in Nicaragua through the
exportation of Nic




A Time to Thank All of our 2009 donors!

Eric, Cynthia & Ruth Anderson, John & Carol Andrews, Paul Angell, Roxana Bacon & Aldro Bacon, Hedi &
Charlie Ballantyne, Marcia Bellas & Rick West, Joan Black, Marilyn Blackwell, Darryl & Barney Bloom,
Alexandra Bottinelli, Braintree Elementary School, Andrea & Aaron Brassard, Anne Brin & Mark Billian,
Scottie & Robert Brower, Denise & Timothy Burke, Case Family Charitable Fund, Paul & Sandal Cate,
Nancy Chickering & Kristopher Hammer, Rhoda g Robert Chickering, El-
eanore Childs, Michele Clark, Francine Cohen, Dorg Conlon, Paul Costello
& Maria Blais, Constance & Conrad Daigle, Bill Dal mer, Philip Dalsimer,
Dayton Foundation, Jean & Charlie Dickinson, Dowling-Sendor &
Benjamin Sendor, Linda Elbow, Catherine & Long El Joseph Famiglietti &
Fran Solin, Amy Farr, Marguerite Ferris, Anne & Pg ! Figgis, Robert & Sally
Freedman, Charlotte & Ernest Gibson, Phyllis Giordd Jody Gladding & David
Hinton, Kristen Glaser, Green Mountain Coffee Roasl ik Leslie Hankins, Robert
Heald, April & Scott Healey, Aaron Hechmer, Wayne® # Elissa Henderson, John
Holden, Julie & Todd Holmes, Ethan Hubbard, Amy HZ¥ Shah & Parthiv Shah,
Makela Kahlil, Renee & Doug KieviKylar, Marlyn Klee, * Karen Klotz & Jerry
Schneider, Candace and Steven Koenemann, Dojsiisss “Laser, Grace Lau &
Pacwest Financial Management, Inc., Helene, Mickia it bty & Mia Laurenti, Thomas
& Ruth Lehner, Sara Lisniansky, Carol Maloney & Karen Gennette, Rita Marko, Deborah & Paul Marko-
witz, Nancy Marshall, Ruth and Robert McCullough, Maggie McGuire, Tom & Sally McLaughlin, Marie &
Jim McWilliam, Michaela Meckel, John Mele, Laura Mele, Sarah Mele, Mary Mello, Janet & Peter Merrill,
Kim Merrill, Lillian & James Moore, Paula Moore Treadwell & Paul Treadwell, John Morgan, Keith Mor-
gan, Sarah Morgan & Eric Remick, Morgan Family Foundation, Martin Murphy, Maureen Murphy, Margaret
Newell, Martha Newell & Mike Kadas, Teresa & Jack Novick, Old Meeting House, Conrad & Anne Orms-
bee, Pam Orr, Victoria & David Pierson, Barb & Allen Ploof, Janet Poeton, Judy Pransky, Margot Childs
Prendergast & Brian Prendergast, Sara Rappaport, Dr. Kevin & Leah Reynolds, Susan & Francis Reynolds,
David & Joyce Richards, Joyce Rivers, Cara Robechek & Donald DeVoil, Mildred Rose, Kathleen Ross &
Laurence Becker, Rotary Club of Northfiled, VT, Ed Sbardellati & Clare McFadden, Stephanie Scoville &
Adam Lindquist, Rebecca Shepard & John Bloch, Rebecca Singer, Rebecca Skinner, Emily Sloan & Terry
Solomon, Ben & Torrey Smith, John & Liz Snell, William, Sandra, & Eliza Spalding, Carol Specht & Martin
Sienkiewycz, Gretchen Stahl, Karl Stein & Judy Carpenter, Joan Stepenske & Robert Troester, Marcia & Ted
Stuart, Kimberly & Glenn Sturgis, Lisa Szucs, Frank Thoms, Peter Thoms & Abby Colihan, Vivian Tozzi,
Margaret Trautz, Anne Turner & Doug Darrow, Helen Jean Reindel & Vermont Community Foundation,
Eddie Walbridge, Judith & James Walsh, Barbara & Angelica Walss, Harris & Eleanor Webster, Thomas
Wetmore, What Kids Can Do, Inc., K.C. Whiteley & Emma Rowe, Deb Wolf & Maya Wolf PoRinsgilla
Fox & Stephen Klein, Averill Huff, Andrew & Carolyn Shapiro, Gary Moore, Anne Turner & Douglas Dar-
row, Jill & Loyal Huddleston, Victor Frank, Karedarris, Arthur & Joanne Chickering, Mark Yorra &
Catherine Gates, Bessie Weiss, Robert Mount, Kevyn Cundiff, John Burton, Valerie\&wo®] Martha
Dallas, Peggy Owen Sands, Angela PattenBarithlo Mountain Coop.

Thanks to all those who volunteered with Planting Hope or made tkind donations

In Loving Memoryiina Morgan
by Leslie Hankins

In Loving MemoryR#tty Merrill
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Gifts Given in Honor of:

Sarah Mele by David & Priscilla Witke
Kathie Hickman &

Simone Labbance by The Knight Family

s

s
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Jeff, Sarah, & by Beth Maier & Robert Finucane ;
Micaela Fearnow by Richard Miller . o
Nancy Vachon by Kathleen & John Shepfperd blné‘ot\;:ngljl\ﬂemgrygthel\ﬁ%aWTot? %
Helen Beattie by Catherine & Long Ellis y Beth, shane Zra niglle o

s
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A Time to Warp, Weave & Work

By Digna Cardoza Gonzalez In February, 2009, Planting Hope college scholarship recipient, Digna
'Cardoza Gonzalez began work as the business and marketing intern

Business Adm|m3t_rat'on Intern for the EL Chile Weaving Cooperative. She teaches computer classes
ARTISEAS Weaving Collectivao students in El Chile

El Chile, Matagalpa, Nicaragua

The Artiseas/El Chile Weaving Work-gims
shop has seen many great achievements in 2009. This small business of &
women has had good internal communication among the director, Rosa Mer
the weavers and seamstresses, and myself. This communication is so impor
us; | feel that they now are able to trust my counseling. While at times it is ¢;
lenging to get them to speak their minds because they are quite timid, they ar¢
good people T responsible and har dw/ S

3 P

Their achievements have been interesting and important, because, with yourbigh Cardoza (left) works with
they received the economic support which allowed them to take part in capa8®RfISEAS director Rosa Mercado
building workshops covering three topics: Marketing, Small Business Adminis#2d staff member Fatima Hernandez
tion and Customer Service. The course helped them to understand the tools and
technigues necessary to improve their smal/l busi nes
ting prices to improving their product displays when they sell from their workshop. Whereas before they had only
rough ideas about how to approach the challenges of their business, they are clearer about practical strategies for n
o i~ keting, operating their business, and serving customers after having completed

e : ~ . the course

: N & Another important achievement for the women is their effective participation in
a computer class that | provided. Th
the work they do 1T are heartening an
and have become good communicators with this tool.
“ Support of the workshop from the Arizona Global Giving Circle has continued

I‘this year. The members feel supported and are motivated to grow. Planting

y oy 79 Hopeds support is also very valuabl e

// r{” Rl =y ited by a new delegation of North Americans, Global Glimpses. The workshop
- = \ sold around $500 to these groups last summer and have maintained contact
< / e . _ with the organization for future partnership.

Collective member Dionisia Mendoza . .
supports her family by weaving at ' he staff this year included more than 15 workers, who were mostly unravel-

i ng, sewing and doing different acti
to keep relatively large numbers of workers, to produce more products, so that they can fulfill orders as an intern:
tional organization. And with enough staff, the weavers can guarantee effective service to its customers.

I love working with the women of EI Chile and | hope to improve my work over the course of next year, working
more efficiently in order to feel that my contribution is valuable to all of you at Planting Hope, the Arizona Global
Giving Circle and the Weavers at ARTISEAS.

El Chile Woven crafts are available at: Thanks to:
Buffalo Mountain Coop, Hardwick, VT Arizona Global
Peace & Justice Center, Burlington, VT Giving Circle
Solidarity Craft Fair, 9am - 4 pm, For 3 years of helping the

ARTISEAS Weaving Collective
to grow and bloom

7



A Ver mont Famil yo I N
Last yearos newsl etter putarsin uadGhidpa and ¥ er mon
family who had just arrived in Nicaragua for a sab-Chile andare now gettin(gs
batical year with Planting Hope . The following areready for a Norwich Uni§
reflections from Eric Harsity dormatoo of 50+ lay exper

Hope during the past year. Planting Hope is evemfter we leave; with Me#§"

indebted to the contributions Eric & Pam and familyc e d e s , we v & A a
have made to our projects in Nicaragua during thguest house brochure |iBlockwise from center: Eric
past year. They will be missed by many... English and in Spanish; apelam, Corey & Daniel

Pam, my wife, is working
After a year here il By Eric Hart, with the Planting Hope staff to create job descriptions

irﬁa;e g toRh :V;nj'usr; Burlington, Vermont &
couple of weeks IeﬁSanRamon,Nlcaragua The desk (Apupitred) project

ltds a good time t o r e flyrewatdingpand tlewstaff abdistodentshwere thankful We 6
been incredibly fortunate to be here with Plantingeyond our expectations. We had the pleasure of

Hope, which gave us an introduction to many of theorking with over 300 students in the course of re-

people who are now our friends, and which allowebuilding 133 desks from scratch. We did all the worst

us to be useful from our ones first (the ones that needed everything seat

first days here. slats, 2 back slats, a writing surface, and new feet), and

During our first month t he mount ain of damaged desk:
here , we started by entirely repaired. Our helper, Evaristo, will work with

working with the won- the students during the first two weeks of the new year

derful group of students to repair the damaged desks (about 220) that are cur-

- [ 14 who were going to the rently in use in classrooms and require less repair (only

P § US in Januarly compil- : — about half the

o 4 Ny e —

Pam & Corey play cards with |INg pictures, putting to- ==~ === wood in total that
their neighbor, Don Alvaro. |gether a slide show, and - ; we bvVve used S

working on conversa- far.).

1 part of helping the organization to grow.

for the entire year with a group of those students 3
ter their return, with two 'B.grade classes here in the
primary school, with English teachers (present a
future) in Matagalpa, with coffee tasters, with a clas i ' ence here has been

for the | ovely guest h i P theh canheatisms e s i n

our house for nei_ghborhood kids, and with th_e dev 15 classroom of recently repaired de k@r)d friendsh!ps
opment of a basic curriculum for the La Chispa Lix hr ough t he PupiWthPseople:; Withe ¢ ¢
brary teaching staff. On the way, we became stu- the students and

dents aswellasteach-f ri ends who greet us on the
ers of English gram- Kwon Do friends, with the Casa Huesped moms, with
mar and (especially) Peace Corps volunteers, and with our Planting Hope
pronunciation and connections in the outlying communities. Just yester-
speaking. day, Santana (whom many of you have met) visited,
and tonight we have a party with the engaging ad-
We got to do other vanced English students and teachers in Matagalpa.
work as well. We All the goodbyes are hard, but also a nice chance to
created a new auto- realize how involved we are here.
mated installation
process for the com- Continued on Next Page

5In the end, the
most  important
part of our experi-

Eric helps high school students
to reconstruct damaged desks




Hosting Nicaraguan Students in Vermont

The day the Nicaraguan students came to Morrisville, excitement was buzzi
nobody could wait to meet them. A few cars pulled up to school where we W
waiting and sure enough, it was our long awaited guests. Mercedes, Sonia
Laura, Lisseth, Santana, Berman, Cristhel, Maykelis, Wendy, Elvis and
stepped out of the cars and we greeted them, in Spanish of course. Nobog
exactly what to say, but we did our best to make them feel welcome in our school and at home, some
was hard to do because of the considerable difference in climate and the
language barrier. But after an hour or so language was no longer a barrier.
Instead, something happened that rapidly strengthened our friendships. We
shared bits and pieces of our different languages and cultures with each
other and, throughout the week, it seemed that nobody ever wanted to
leave their new friends, because learning from them and teaching them was
so much more interesting than anything else. We were constantly together,
exchanging stories and jokes, laughing and talking together, dancing to-
gether and learning about each other. Each night we would have a gather-
ing at someone's house and we would play games and dance for hours

%{i araguan students and their
§'rrisville host siblings an assembl

By Eliza Spalding
Peoples Academy
Morrisville, Vermont

| loved showing our new Nicaraguan friends a typical day at my sch
| was amazed at how willing they were to participate in everything
how excited they were to share their culture with everyone. Soon after
they arrived, there was a school assembly and the twelve Nicaraguan stu-

dents got up on stage and preformed a traditio
realize how amazing these people and their culture are.
The week that the students were with us went b

developed in one week are almost indescribable. All of the families got so close with the students thg
that by the end of the week we were all saying that they were part of our families. Laura, the student tha
still refers to me as her Ahermanitao or | itt]
hugs and thank you letters being passed around; it was quite a tearful goodbye. Nobody was ready tq
their newfound friends, even those of us who knew we were going to see them in four months when we
traveling to Nicaragua. The bonds that the students and families developed in that one week are amaz
most cases are still very strong, with help from the internet for staying in touch. That week will never bg

eoples Academy, Morrisville, VT,
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ten by anyone who was a part of it.

Continued from Previous Page

San Ram-n has worked out great for
enough to have stores and services (we can buy bottled water and food basics
high school, a house to rent, and access to a city (s
total bonus!-Tae Kwon Do) via a reasonable bus ridef===
would be difficult to live in a more remote commu
: 5 4 with kids (especially a teenager), as appealing as it so

We are really proud of how well our kids have done
s Corey runs around the nelghborhood and plays Wltr /

Corey (right) with Memito
Cesar & Cesar.

the first forelgner to attend the high school here EHe‘el weeds with his
neighbors in San Ramon

accomplishment, considering that he spoke no Spanish when we arrived a year ago.

Greetings and thanks to everyone in the Vermont Planting Hope community, and thank you for

bringing

down supplies, for your visit@nd for all your support and interest! We look forward to visiting with you all

when we return in February!



